Illustration Lesson Plan Idea: The Fall of the Alamo

Guiding Historical Questions: What happened during the fall of the Alamo?

Learning Goals: Students will understand the various events surrounding the fall of the Alamo. Students will learn how the record of history can depend upon the writer/artist. Students will create their own version of historical events for the fall of the Alamo based on internet research. 
Materials: 90 minute class period, a computer with internet assess for each student, Link to the painting “The Fall of the Alamo” http://www.shmoop.com/media/images/original/fall-alamo.jpg 
Procedure: 5 minutes- As an introduction to the Battle of the Alamo, during the fight for Texas’ independence, students will be shown the 1903 painting of “The Fall of the Alamo” by Robert Jenkins Onderdonk. The teacher will ask students to write down what they believe is happening in the painting. One to two paragraphs is sufficient. 
25 minutes- Based on what they wrote, students will be asked to find, using internet research, an account of the Battle of the Alamo that matches what they believe to be happening in the painting. They must record the web address and a summary of the information presented by the website. They also need to include a brief explanation of how the account matches the events portrayed by the painting. 
20 minutes- Then, students will be asked to find an account for the Battle of the Alamo that does not match their description of the painting. Again they need to record the web address and a summary of the information presented by the website. 

30 minutes- Students will then take the information they have gathered and create an account of the Battle of the Alamo as they believe it happened. Students may use any part or parts of the accounts they found throughout their research to formulate their 2-3 paragraph account of the battle.  

10 minutes- The teacher may ask the students to share their accounts before class is dismissed. 

Assessment of student learning: Students will be asked to hand in all work. The assignment will be graded for completion and not accuracy. Since students were creating their own historical account of the battle, there is no right or wrong answer. I would grade this assignment using a check list rubric like the one below. 
1-2 paragraph description of the painting 




(5 points)

Web address and summary that matches the events of the painting

(10 points)

Web address and summary that contradicts the events of the painting
(10 points)

2-3 paragraph account of the battle/ student account



(15 points)










Total   (40 points)

Sample Student Product: Painting Analysis: In the painting, Davy Crockett is using his gun as a club against the oncoming invasion of Mexican troops. There are already several dead soldiers lying at Crockett’s feet. He is attempting to take on several soldiers at once. The painting seems to show the bravery of the Texans as they fearlessly defend the Alamo from the Mexican army. It seems that there is only a matter of time before the Texans are outnumbered and defeated. 

Account matching painting: http://www.nationalcenter.org/Alamo.html An account of the attack on the Alamo was given by Captain Potter of the United States who lived in the area. He first describes the Alamo and its surroundings. Both Lieutenant William Travis and James Bowie were in command, while Davy Crocket and J.B. Bonham were both volunteering their aid in the conflict. The Mexican army demanded an unconditional surrender and Travis refused, telling his men to “resist to the last.” The Mexican army laid siege on the fort for eleven days. During this time, James Bowie fell ill with pneumonia. Several times Travis sent messages asking for aid. During the storming of the fort, Travis was shot in the forehead and fell dead while other members sought refuge in the barracks which were soon fired upon and taken one by one. Bowie killed a few assailants before being butchered himself. Each man fought till the last. Their bodies were stacked up and burned. This account matches the painting that shows the bravery of the men inside of the Alamo and the fierceness they showed in defending it. 

Account that contradicts painting: http://hotx.com/alamo/esparza.html On this website, several eye witness accounts of the fall of the Alamo are given; one from a Mexican soldier who wished to remain anonymous. In his account, the defenders are massacred even though some try to “surrender, flee, or hide.” He also says that James Bowie died “like a woman, almost hidden under a mattress.” His account of the battle contradicts the painting done by Onderdonk. His account shows that the defenders may not have remained brave during the conflict as shown in the painting. 

Personal Historical Account: After viewing several different accounts of the Battle of the Alamo, I believe I have an understanding of what may have occurred. I believe that Lieutenant Travis attempted to ask for aid three different times, but no help was sent. I think that the men in the Alamo were brave men and when given the chance to leave or surrender, they chose to stay and fight to the last. I think that Santa Anna’s Mexican army arrived slowly and surrounded the Alamo. I do not think it was ever Santa Anna’s intention to allow the men to surrender and remain alive; it was not his style. 


On March 6th, the Mexican army stormed the Alamo and Travis was quickly killed with a shot in the forehead. I believe that some of the men may have become fearful in the face of death and did in fact try to surrender or flee. However, they had no where to go but the barracks. It was there that the Mexican army fired on the barracks and the men inside had no choice but to fight for their lives. When the barracks were stormed, the soldiers inside fought their hardest to the end. I believe that James Bowie was one of those men that fought till the last. In the end, all the defenders of the Alamo were slaughtered and their bodies burned. However, they fought hard and the Mexican army sustained more deaths and casualties than the defenders. 

