Works Progress Administration Lesson Plan
1. Guiding historical question:
What were some of the goals, concerns, and jobs of the Work Progress Administration based on posters they created during from 1936-1943?
2. American Memory collection being used:
By the People, For the People: Posters from the WPA, 1936-1943
3. List of materials from the collection:
Eye Examinations Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3f05332
Keep Premises Clean Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3f05299
Better Homes Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3f05647
Photo Exhibition Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b49034
Painting/Sculpting Exhibit Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3f03739
Philadelphia Zoo Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b51495
See America Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3g04240
Airplane Mechanics Course Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b48995
Free English Classes Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.05660
Water Carnival Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b48907
Cattle Feeders Meeting Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b48799
War Bonds Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b49042
Sew for Victory Poster http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3f05382
4. Introduction to topic and Activity for Students:
During the Great Depression, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) was created out of the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act of 1935 to partake in 19 types of potentially fundable activities. This act was part of the New Deal legislation issued by President Franklin Roosevelt. The WPA put 8,500,000 jobless to work doing jobs that mostly required manual labor of bridges, roads, and national parks. As part of the WPA, the Federal Arts Project, Federal Music Project, Federal Theatre Project, and Federal Writers’ Project were also created to put to work artist, writers, musicians, directors, painters, and actors.  The Federal Writers Project often collaborated with the Federal Arts Project to design covers and illustrations for projects. The WPA posters you will be viewing are examples of the projects that these workers completed. Working in groups of 3 or less, your assignment is to view each poster and summarize its message in 2-3 sentences. After viewing each poster, answer the historical question by making a list of some of the goals, concerns, and jobs of the Work Progress Administration based on posters they created during from 1936-1943? You will given one 60 minute class period to complete this work. 
5. Expectations for student responses: 

Students are expected to summarize each poster’s message in 2-3 sentences. Each group must also answer the historical question by creating a list of the goals, concerns, and jobs of the Work Progress Administration based on posters. As an extension of this assignment, I would also expect students to take the assignment one step further and create their own WPA poster based on an area of need they see in 2012 that needs advertising. This could be a local theatre performance, health concern, educational opportunity, etc. This activity would be completed individually for homework and be due the next school day. 
